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Message in reply sent by His Imperial Japanese Majesty's Minister
for Foreign Affairs at the request of the Prime Minister for delivery
to the President of the United States of America, dated July 7,
Showa 16 (1941) [Translation],
At a time like this all sorts of rumours are abundantly bred not
only in Japan but in all countries.
It is hardly necessary to state that the prevention of the European
war from spreading to the regions of Greater East Asia and the
maintenance and preservation of peace in the area of the Pacific
have always been the sincere and genuine desire of the Japanese
Government, which have consistently contributed their earnest efforts
towards achieving that high purpose.
The Japanese Government wish to state, in reply to the last para-
graph of the message, that they have not so far considered the possi-
bility of joining the hostilities against the Soviet Union. The position
of the Japanese Government vis-d-vis the Soviet-Axis war was made
clear in the Oral Statement of July 2, 1941, of H.LM.'s Foreign
Minister to the Soviet Ambassador in Tokyo. One can do no better
than attach hereto a copy of this Oral Statement for the President's
perusal in order to bring home the course of policy Japan has been
compelled to pursue in the present circumstances- Of course, it is
understood that the American Government will treat it as strictly
confidential.
Incidentally, the Japanese Government would like to avail them-
selves of this opportunity for definitely ascertaining whether it is
really the intention of the President or the American Government
to intervene in the European war, as they are naturally and very
deeply concerned at the prospect, disturbed as they sincerely are,
by reports reaching them from a variety of sources.
JAPAN TAKES STOCK OF GERMANY'S ATTACK
ON RUSSIA
July 6, 1941
I feel that we now have sufficient evidence to justify an appraisal
of the position and policy of the Japanese Government as reformu-
lated by the Imperial Conference on July 2, an appraisal which,
although necessarily somewhat speculative, would still indicate the
general trend of my views.
The serious disturbance, if not an internal crisis, which occurred
in Tokyo during the ten days of conferences and deliberations by
Japanese policy-formulating elements and groups in Japan brought
about by the German attack on Soviet Russia is becoming clear from
the evidence which reaches us. So far as we can gauge the situation,
it has come to a more or less open conflict between Matsuoka and
Baron Hiranuma. Sensational reports are going around town and
it is even said that Baxon Hiranuma, in his position as Home Minister,,

